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SUPPORTING FREEDOM
OF EXPRESSION AND
ASSOCIATION: A CHECKLIST

he Council of Europe Recommendation on children’s participation clearly
states that,

Children and young people who exercise their right to freely express their
views must be protected from harm including intimidation, reprisals,
victimisation and violation of their right to privacy.

Think through how to support this aspect of children’s participation, and how
to promote protection for children and their rights, by working through this
checklist:

» Does your organisation have a public statement or policy on children’s rights
to expression, association and self-advocacy?

» Does this public statement or policy on children’s rights to expression, as-
sociation and self-advocacy:

+ Providerights to set up groups, meet, express concerns, publish ideas and
engage in other types of campaigns and activism?

« Cover protection of children from harm including intimidation, reprisals,
victimisation and violation of their right to privacy?

« Explain any limits on children’s right to freedom of expression, including
the obligation to respect the rights of other children and adults and their
freedom of expression?

+ Outline how children can be protected from and complain about any
unfair treatment received when exercising their rights?

» Does your organisation effectively communicate its public statement or
policy on children’s rights to expression, association and self-advocacy - to
children, parents and other professionals?

If you answer 'no’ or ‘don’t know’ to any part of these questions, consider how
you and your organisation can help establish or improve this situation, to
promote and protect children’s rights.

In any case, consider how to connect with children in contact with your
organisation to find out whether they feel they have your support for their
rights, their concerns and their protection when expressing their views. There
may be additional spaces, networks and resources that you could provide to
promote their rights and protect their interests.

For an example of a school children’s union see an example from Norway. For
a public statement of freedoms, limitations and resources for high school
students’rights, see the French Government website.
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